
Dear Representative Luxenberg, Senator Moore, and members of the Housing Committee:  
 
My name is Andrew Christie, I am a resident of New Haven, CT. I am testifying in support of a rent cap 
and in support of SB 4, with changes to better protect tenants.  
 
I spent several years teaching in CT schools and then served CT residents as an EMT, including 
throughout the pandemic. I am now in school to be a physician assistant and will soon be looking for job 
opportunities. I would like to put roots down in this state and put my efforts into creating strong 
communities. However, rent has skyrocketed across CT, increasing an average of 20% over the last two 
years, (and even higher in some communities) largely because corporate landlords have increased rental 
prices by such a large margin that many families struggle to pay rent each month. Meanwhile wages 
haven’t kept up. Making matters worse, the number of “no fault” evictions has also increased, meaning 
tenants are pushed from their homes even when a landlord doesn’t claim they did anything wrong. 
 
I have personal experience with these issues. In the summer of 2022, I was pushed out of my home of 
four years in New Haven when my small, local landlord sold our multifamily home to a larger corporate 
landlord. I was told renovations would be taking place and was explicitly told that even if I finished out 
my lease with the ongoing renovations, I would not be able to renew my lease and/or be priced out. The 
increases mentioned were almost $1000 more per month than what I was currently paying — from $1375 
to $2300. The company buying this home was not a mom and pop trying to help their retirement, it was 
another real estate company which owned multiple properties in the city trying to make an extra buck.  
 
As a renter, it is difficult for me to plan for a future in CT if I cannot predict how much rents will increase 
each year. When rents skyrocket and housing becomes unaffordable, it has cascading effects–like 
displacement from beloved homes, neighborhoods, and schools. It is no secret CT has often struggled to 
retain its population; a fight that has been exacerbated by other states offering a lower cost of living. 
People cannot have a future in CT if they cannot afford a place to live. Recent exorbitant increases in 
rental prices threatens to push more long-term residents out of the state, many of which could be long-
term taxpayers and citizens invested in the long-term growth of our state.  
 
Again, I would like to remain in CT and continue to contribute to the communities which I have been part 
of and cared for over my years. However, the corporate takeover of the housing market has meant that 
many talented and motivated individuals may no longer be able to find housing in the CT market. People 
like me are taxpayers, who raise families and spend dollars in local businesses. We are employed in 
essential roles throughout the state and take part in the small-town local politics which help keep the state 
running. We are dedicated to making the place we live better for everyone who lives there and allowing 
faceless corporate landlords — many of which are out of state — to exclude people like us is a great 
detriment to our state. As a renter and CT resident, I believe that caring about the well-being of our fellow 
CT residents and the well-being of the state means enacting rent stabilization to keep that money in the 
state. When working people in CT can afford to pay rent, it means they can take care of their families. It 
means they can buy groceries, put gas in their car, and get to work. Working people don’t funnel money 
out of their communities–they invest in them. That’s what creates prosperity for CT’s families, 
communities, government and businesses. 
 
I strongly support a rent cap, but SB 4 would be stronger with the following changes:  

• The cap should be lower–I suggest 2.5 or 3%. This tracks pre-pandemic average rent 
increases and would be affordable and predictable to tenants.  

o It is also important to note that rent increases are part of what leads to inflation. This 
makes tenants' lives harder in every way. Their rent is higher, their budgets are tighter, 
and they're paying more for everyday essentials. This is why I believe the rent cap should 
be independent of inflation. I suggest a cap of 2.5% or 3%. 



• It should cover apartments in between tenants so landlords can’t push out tenants to 
increase the rent. 

• It should expand good cause eviction protections to cover all tenants so they have greater 
stability in their homes.  

 
It’s time for Connecticut to pass a rent cap and end no-fault evictions, to protect our right to safe, 
dignified housing conditions and ensure we can put down roots with predictable rent increases and 
security in our homes. This cap will keep rent affordable, keep pace with wages, and keep people housed. 
It will allow us to put down roots in our communities and allow us to breathe.   
 
Sincerely,  
Andrew Christie 


